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HIS tense scene from the current movie “ Edison 
the Man” portrays a momentous event in the 
history of your business and ours. We’ve come a long 
way since that day in September, 1882, when Edison 


and his associates were making last-minute preparations to get 


this “giant” dynamo in his Pearl Street plant ready to serve 59 


New York customers with incandescent light. 


Electric-service company and manufacturer were one in those 
pioneering days. The inventor did his own research, design, and 
application engineering. He made his own lamps, conductors, 
sockets, switches, and all the other devices needed to serve his 
customers. It wasn’t long, however, until the operating and 
manufacturing branches set out on the parallel paths of close 
mutual co-operation which have resulted in the rapid develop- 


ment of the electric light and power industry. 


And what have been the results? The benefits of better living — 


electrically—have been extended to millions of homes; thousands 
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of industrial plants have been able to improve their production 
efficiency—electrically; and with the increase in use, the cost of 
electricity has constantly been reduced. It is gratifying to us to 
know that our programs of continuous research, endless study 
of operating problems, and uninterrupted load-building service 
have been important factors in this progress during these 58 


years. 


As a leading manufacturer in a going and growing industry it 
has always been our desire and endeavor to give the greatest 
possible value for each equipment dollar. We believe that a 
careful consideration of the extra benefits which you receive wil! 
convince you that you get the most for your money when you 
buy G-E equipment. 
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Utility Man Selected as 
Nominee for Presidency 


Unprecedented public demand forces nomination of Willkie by 
Republican convention delegates — Nominee asks help of 
all to achieve freedom, unity, adequate defense 


For the first time in the history of the 
nation a public utility man, Wendell L. 
Willkie, who resigned July 1 as presi- 
dent and director of Commonwealth & 
Southern Corporation, will this fall 
carry the banner as the Republican 
nominee for the presidency of the 
United States. Mr. Willkie was victori- 
ous in one of the most amazing contests 
in our political annals because he was 
the spontaneous choice of the people, 
who, in turn, directed their power upon 
delegates literally to force the nomina- 
tion of Mr. Willkie. The man who had 
fought successfully against destruction 
of property rights in the Tennessee Val- 
ley has now been called to bring back 
to the people of the nation freedom, 
unity and the American way of living. 

Thus a small-town country lawyer, 
after a brief ten-year period in New 
York, will shortly be “back home” en- 
gaged in what he described this week 
as a vigorous, nation-wide campaign. 


Unity and Defense 


In accepting his nomination, Mr. 
Willkie bespoke “the assistance of 
everybody to bring unity and prosperity 
and defense to America.” Democracy, he 
said, is facing its most crucial test, and 
the help of all is needed “to bring unity 
to labor and capital, agriculture and 
manufacturer, farmer and worker and 
all classes to this great cause of the 
preservation of freedom.” 

Although a newcomer to politics, Mr. 
Willkie had attracted national attention 
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through his successful championship of 
stockholders’ property rights in the 
Tennessee Valley Authority negotia- 
tions. Mr. Willkie had objected to de- 
structive competition threatened by gov- 
ernmental “yardstick” power plant 
operations. As a result, David Lilienthal 
offered the companies $55,000,000, ap- 
proximately, for properties located in 
the TVA area. Mr. Willkie fought this 
offer as a “trustee of stockholders’ prop- 
erty,” with the result that the trans- 
fer was finally made for a price of $78.- 
600,000, an increase of $23,000,000 
over the original figure. 

Under Mr. Willkie’s direction, Com- 
monwealth & Southern has been similar- 
ly successful in its relations with approx- 
imately 20,000 employees. Through the 
years none but the Michigan companies 
experienced labor difficulties, and even 
these, as a matter of fact, were dis- 
putes between rival labor factions rather 
than between labor and management. 

Proceeding under an aggressive sales 
policy, the operating companies in the 
Commonwealth & Southern system have 
been able to build up customer accep- 
tance of electric service to the present 
high figure of 1,226 kw.-hr. This usage 
is 38 per cent above the new high level 
of 890 kw.-hr. established in December, 
1939, for the industry as a whole. In 
the same fashion, electric rates of the 
C. & S. operating companies have been 
reduced to a new low figure of 2.93 
cents, which is a substantial distance be- 
low the national figure of 4.09 cents. 


Defensive Power for 
Maine Utilities 

President Walter S. Wyman of the 
Central Maine Power Company an- 
nounces the purchase of a 20,000-kw. 
steam turbine unit for 1941 fall delivery. 
Normally additional capacity would not 
be required before 1943, but if the na- 
tional defense program should throw 
considerable additional load upon in- 
dustries in-Maine, this might be needed 
in 1942. 

As an insurance measure, therefore, 
noting the rapid expansion of steam 
plant business in manufacturing organ- 
izations for delivery toward the end 
of next year, Central Maine joined with 
the affiliated Cumberland County Power 
& Light Company of Portland in placing 
these orders. It has not yet been decided 
which company, if either, will erect this 
plant in 1941, but the action taken 
safeguards the territory against short- 
age in case loads require it. 

The General Electric Company is to 
furnish the turbine unit, which is to be 
a 600-lb. single casing machine running 
3,600 r.p.m., with steam at 750 deg. Two 
Babcock & Wilcox boilers, each of 125.- 
000-lb.-per-hour steam capacity, oil 
burning, and a Westinghouse condenser 
are included in the program. 


Third Unit 


The Central Maine company’s third 
25,000-kw. unit at the Wyman hydro 
plant on the Kennebec River is expected 
to go into service by July 15 and the 
Bucksport 70 per cent power factor 
steam unit of 12,500 kw. will probably 
go on the line in August. 

It is expected that the new 48-mile, 
25,000-kw. transmission line which runs 
from Detroit to Windsor and the 33,000- 
volt line from Gulf Island to Bath will 
be available for use some time in Au- 
gust. 

Water supply on both the Kennebec 
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INDIANAPOLIS PLANT EXPANSION STARTS—Taken recently, this picture shows a 
power shovel about to break ground for the extension of the eight-year-old Harding 
Street plant of the Indianapolis Power & Light Co., which will house a new 35,000-kw. 
turbo-generator. This $2,000,000 project includes enlargement of the plant substation 


and intake house on the White River. 


No additional boiler capacity will be required. 


Building construction will be completed by fall: delivery of the 400-lb., 700-deg. F. 
G.E. turbine. a hydrogen-coolded 3.600-r.p.m. machine, is scheduled for February, 


1941. 


Present plans call for it to be changed later for operation at 850-lb. 900-deg. F. 





and Androscoggin rivers is in excellent 
shape for hydro service, conserving the 
use of fuel and permitting economical 
operation of generating plant capacity 
over a wide area. 


Utility to Get REA 
Loan for New Lines 


New York State Electric & Gas Corp. 
has been authorized by the State Public 
Service Commission to borrow $370,000 
from the Rural Electrification Adminis- 
tration, the money to be used for the 
construction of 312 miles of rural line 
extensions. 

Under the commission’s authorization 
the company will issue to the federal 
government a twenty-year serial note 
and will pledge as security $450,000 of 
its principal amount of first mortgage 
4 per cent bonds due in 1965. The note 
will be payable in 39 semi-annual in- 
stallments and will bear interest at the 
rate of 2.69 per cent per annum. 


Loan Provisions 


The loan agreement provides that at 
any time that the market value of the 
collateral is less than 110 per cent of 
the principal amount of the note re- 
maining unpaid the company shall 
either deposit additional bonds or make 
payment on account of the principal 
amount of the note in such amount that 
the aggregate market value of the col- 
lateral will then equal not less than 
120 per cent of the note remaining 
unpaid. : 

In the period from January 1, 1936, 
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to April 30, 1940, the company has 
constructed 3,058 miles of rural line ex- 
tensions at a cost of $4,297,726. In addi- 
tion, 350 miles of line are under con- 
struction at a cost of $297,877. 

Upon completion of the projects here- 
tofore authorized by the commission the 
company will have expended about 
$5,184,000 in furtherance of its rural 
electrification program and will have 
constructed about 3,670 miles of line. 
The proposed lines represent construc- 
tion which in the opinion of the cor- 
poration are most urgent and which 
give effect in most instances to priority 
of requests for service. 


F.P.C. Denies Rehearing 
in Chippewa Cost Case 


Federal Power Commission has de- 
nied the application filed recently by 
Northern States Power Co. for a re- 
hearing with respect to the commission’s 
order of May 7, 1940, supplemental to 
its order of June 27, 1940, determining 
the actual legitimate original cost of 
the Chippewa Reservoir Project No. 
108 in Sawyer County, Wis., to be 
$910,270, and directing that the 
amount of $208,527 disallowed as proj- 
ect cost be charged off to surplus or 
surplus reserves. 

The company in its petition for re- 
hearing set forth, among other things, 
the claim that the commission is with- 
out jurisdiction to compel the licensee 
to charge against surplus or surplus 
reserve accounts the $208,527 dis- 
allowed as part of the original cost. 
Time forthe execution and submission 





by the company of FPC accounting 
Form No. 76, complying with the com- 
mission’s order and with the Uniform 
System of Accounts, was fixed by the 
commission as on or before June 29. 


Operate Hydro Unit 
Under New Lease 


New York Public Service Commission 
has granted the Northern New York 
Power Corp. permission to amend its 
lease with Niagara, Lockport & Ontario 
Power Co., whereby the Northern New 
York utility will assume operation of a 
hydro-electric plant owned by it at 
Minetto, Oswego County. Under the old 
lease the Niagara Lockport company 
operated the plant and took the gener- 
ated power for distribution to its cus- 
tomers. The commission’s approval will 
make it possible for the Niagara, Lock- 
port company, after relinquishing oper- 
ation of the hydro-electric plant to the 
Northern New York Power Corp., to 
place its experienced employees in per- 
manent employment at the steam-gener- 
ating plant of the Central New York 
Power Corp. now nearing completion at 
Oswego. 

It was pointed out that if the lease, 
which does not expire until December 
31 of this year, were not changed at 
present, it would be necessary to em- 
ploy other generating station employees 
for the new generating plant at Oswego 
and at the termination of the lease in 
December there would be no vacancies 
to which the employees in the present 
station could be transferred. 

Under the modified lease the North- 
ern company will take over the opera- 
tion of the plant and Niagara, Lockport 
company will continue to take the gen- 
erated power and will pay the Northern 
company $1,200 a month in addition to 
all other demands required to be made 
by it under the lease. The lease, as modi- 
fied, is to terminate on December 31 of 
this year. Effective January 1, 1941, a 
contract has been entered into between 
the two companies for a period of 25 
years, terminable on one year’s notice 
in writing by either company. 


Underwriters Approve 
Thin-Wall Conductors 


On July 1 manufacturers of thin-wall 
insulated electrical conductors received 
permission to use Underwriters’ Labora- 
tories, Inc., “Approved” labels on types 
“RPT,” “RHT” and “RU” conductors. 
Because of the 60 days necessary for 
completion of testing procedures, ap- 
proval of type “SN”—synthetic thin-wall 
—cannot be expected prior to August 1. 
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Rail Problems Challenge 
_ Engineers’ Convention 


Later A.I.E.E. sessions feature electrification and 
engineering progress — Public affairs 
interest Swampscott meeting 


With a registration of 1,008, the 
Swampscott convention of the A.I.E.E. 
closed on Friday of last week after a 
diversified program in which the ad- 
vancing technique of the art was effec- 
tively demonstrated and the _profes- 
sional aspects of electrical engineering 
furthered. National defense came to 
the front in a general session on Thurs- 
day, when Alonzo J. Hammond, presi- 
dent of the American Engineering 
Council, introduced Col. Robert S. 
Henry, assistant to the president, Ameri- 
can Association of Railroads, and Col. 
W. J. Wilgus, consulting engineer, who 
spoke on “Transportation as a Social 
Problem,” and at the banquet that eve- 
ning, when President Karl T. Compton 
of M.I.T. and L. A. Hawkins, executive 
engineer, G.E. research laboratory, 
Schenectady, addressed the gathering 
on preparedness, 


Railroad Preparedness 


Colonel Henry advocated an attack 
on the nation’s transportation problem 
as a whole, pointing out that the coun- 
try’s railroad systems are in excellent 
condition to meet defense demands and 
that equitable treatment of the carriers 
will go a long way toward establishing 
their permanent place in the national 
economy under private ownership. 
Colonel Wilgus urged governmental tak- 
ing over of the roads as a defense meas- 
ure, but in the debate it appeared that 





this policy lacked support among his 
hearers. Political control threatens effi- 
ciency of operation as against private 
ownership methods. 

President Compton criticized govern- 
mental interests for lack of foresight in 
connection with the supply of strategic 
metals related to defense, in the face 
of urgent demands for their purchase 
for months past. Mr. Hawkins made 
a vigorous plea for research and engi- 
neering as vital tools of preparedness. 
He urged concentration of thought and 
effort along military lines, temporarily 
holding research in theoretical fields in 
abeyance. “American engineering,” he 
said, “aided by American research, has 
made us industrially the most powerful 
nation in the world. That same ability, 
backed by ever-strengthening research 
facilities, can surely demonstrate its 
superiority in the arts of war as it has 
in peace. . . . Give us the chance before 
it is too late. Americans are ready to 
fight and sacrifice and die for their 
country and liberties, but they cannot 
barehanded withstand supertanks and 
bombing planes. It is we engineers who 
must arm them. . . . The Nazi jugger- 
naut was created by engineering, and 
it is only by engineering that it can be 
destroyed.” 

In the later technical sessions much 
progress was recorded in the develop- 
ment of new equipment, methods of 
operation and measurement. The ma- 
terial resources of the art are constantly 


increasing and areas of service are 
being more accurately defined. The 
trend toward better coordination of 
committee work to broaden membership 
interest in the accomplishments of 
specialists was apparent in several con- 
ferences on such matters as dielectrics, 
field testing of insulation, electric weld- 
ing and lightning protection. Progress 
in railroad electrification, train applica- 
tions, in communication engineering, in 
machinery design and in protective de- 
vices marked the proceedings. These 
discussions will be summarized in the 
next issue of ELectricaL WorLD. 


Modern Kitchen Bureau 
to Launch Sales Drive 


The most intensive drive for electric 
range and water heater sales ever under- 
taken by the industry on a national 
scale is indicated in the fall programs 
of the Modern Kitchen Bureau. These 
campaigns will mark a definite advance 
over any previous program which the 
bureau has sponsored and should give 
a tremendaus promotional impetus to 
the sales of these two major appliances, 
it is said. 

The bureau program for electric 
ranges has as its objective the sale of 
100,000 ranges during September, 
October and November. 


Defense Resources Group 


Secretary Ickes has named John C. 
Page, Commissioner of Reclamation, as 
a member of the defense resources com- 
mittee to cut out routine procedural 
difficulties in the Interior Department 
and to expedite the national defense 
program. Mr. Page will handle power 
production. 











AT A.LE.E. SESSIONS—L. to r.) H. C. Forbes, Consolidated Edison. New York: T. G. LeCiair, Commonwealth Edison, Chicago: W. J. 
Lyman, Duquesne Light, Pittsburgh: L. T. Rosenberg, Allis-Chalmers. Milwaukee, and Lawrence Bartlett. Electric Advisors, Inc., New 
York; J. M. Thomson, Ferranti Electric, Ltd., Toronto: G. D. Floyd and M. J. McHenry, Hydro-Electric Power Commission, Ontario 
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Safety Code Ready 
for Letter Ballot 


, Part IL of the revised National Elec- 
trical Safety Code is about to be dis- 
tributed for letter ballot. All other parts 
have been approved by the sectional 
committee and have been published. In 
Part II the climatic loading assump- 
tions have been fixed at ¥% in. ice and 
4 lb. wind in heavy loading territory 
(see map ELectrricaL Worzp, Feb. 10, 
1940, page 69), %4 in. ice and 4 lb. wind 
in medium loading territory and no 
ice and 9 lb. wind in light leading 
territory. Over-all transverse strength 
for Grades C and A will be approxi- 
mately the same as for C and B of 
the present (4th) edition, the former 
Grade A having been dropped and the 
designation Grade A assigned to a 
modification of the former Grade B. 
The new method of specifying cli- 
matic loading will permit continued use 
of the present sag and tension curves 
computed on the basis of 60 per cent 
ultimate conductor strength through the 
application of an arbitrary constant to 
the former data. The difference in ten- 
sion between Grade C and the higher 
grades have also been eliminated and 
thus removed a major objection to the 
prevailing requirements. Many cross- 
ings can henceforth be built without 
head guys if the code receives final for- 
mal approval. Also, some of the clear- 
ances will exceed those of the former 
code; this condition is necessary and 
is readily met by new practices and 
materials not available when the fourth 
edition was prepared. Stringing limita- 
tions for overhead line conductors have 
now been incorporated. Double cross- 
arms, pins and insulators are required 


at crossings involving Grade A pin-type 
construction. Insulator requirements 
have been clarified in the direction of 
effective protection against flashovers. 

The sectional committee is including 
safety rules for manufacture and opera- 
tion of electric fences in Part VI, but 
recommends that this. subject be 
handled in the future by a separate 
sectional committee. 


C.E.S.A. Inaugurates 
Approvals Service 


The Canadian Engineering Standards 
Association has sent to approximately 
2,500 electrical interests in Canada and 
the United States for their information 
a copy of approval of electrical equip- 
ment. This is the inauguration of the 
C.E.S.A. approvals service. 

An appropriate organization has been 
in the course of development during the 
past year and preparations have been 
completed whereby the C.E.S.A. ap- 
provals division is in a position, as of 
May 1, 1940, to enter into agreements 
with manufacturers for the purpose of 
issuing approval of electrical equip- 
ment and provide suitable labels for 
such equipment where it meets the re- 
quirements of the appropriate specifica- 
tions of the Canadian Electrical Code, 
Part II, and of prescribed tests per- 
formed by laboratories authorized for 
the purpose by the C.E.S.A. 

The association stated that an ap- 
provals manual giving general informa- 
tion and detailed instructions as to pro- 
cedure in seeking C.E.S.A. approval 
of electrical equipment is being pre- 
pared and will be available on request: 





METAL-CLAD FOR INDUSTRIAL—Two new Westinghouse 9,378-kva., 11,500 volt gener- 
ators and five feeders at du Pont’s new Nylon yarn plant at Seaford, Del., are controlled 
through this metal-clad switchgear embracing back-to-back units with double bus 


6 (6) 





Emergency Provision 
Not to Be Invoked 


Chairman Leland Olds of the Federal 
Power Commission denies that FPC is 
planning to invoke the never-used 
emergency authority in the 1935 Fed- 
eral Power Act to order interconnec- 
tions of distribution facilities on in- 
stallation of additional facilities by 
private companies without notice or 
hearing. 

Mr. Olds predicted that FPC would 
not find it necessary to use this far- 
reaching provision because private 
companies will act voluntarily to meet 
any local power problem which may 
arise as the defense program is stepped 
into high gear. The industry’s present 
construction expansion program, con- 
stantly being enlarged, already is mov- 
ing in this direction. 

FPC’s policies, Mr. Olds indicated, 
will be developed in conjunction with 
the new defense commission power 
subcommittee which the chairman and 
Gano Dunn, president of the J. G. White 
Engineering Corp., jointly head, in ac- 
cordance with President Roosevelt’s 
letter to Mr. Olds requesitng FPC to 
obtain certain statistical material and 
to work with the commission in meet- 
ing whatever problems develop. 

First steps in carrying out this as- 
signment are the questionnaires being 
sent to the 10,000-plus factories on the 
Army’s war procurement list and insti- 
tution of monthly reports by utilities 
of power generation, distribution and 
peak loads. The factory questionnaires 
are planned to provide a long-range 
prospectus of power needs and are to be 
worked out by factory operators with 
their utilities. The monthly reports will 
be checked against the estimates in the 
hope of providing a constantly up-to- 
date picture of the power situation for 
the defense commission committee. 


Rate Hearing Postponed 


Federal Power Commission has post- 
poned the rehearing, which was set to 
commence on June 26 at Fergus Falls, 
Minn., to July 25, on the matter involv- 
ing discrimination in rates for electric 
energy sold to certain wholesale cus- 
tomers by the Otter Tail Power Co. 


Utility Not for Sale 


The City Council of Santa Fe, which 
has been considering plans for munici- 
pal ownership of the local electric power 
company, has been advised that the New 
Mexico Power Co. is not for sale. A 
Denver investment banking firm has 
been promoting the sale. 
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Canadian Association ~ 
Discusses War Problems 


Power controller, due to possible shortage, being con- 
sidered — Little sabotage so far — Higher 
costs and rates expected 


While pledging fullest co-operation 
to the government in the prosecution 
of the war, Canadian utilities at the 
fiftieth annual convention of the Cana- 
dian Electrical Association last week 
at the Seigniory Club asked that the 
government cancel every non-essential 
project. 

“Government should tell what is 
valid,” said President John E. Lawson, 
“and when, and then let private in- 
dustry do the job.” 

This golden jubilee, originally 
planned for four days, was because 
of the war compressed into two days 
by curtailing the entertainment. Al- 
though the program was planned to 
focus attention largely on normal utility 
problems, the operations of the war 
colored the discussion considerably. 

Some problems in meeting peak de- 
mands this winter in heavy industrial 
areas are anticipated, although nothing 
is being done at the moment in the 
way of setting up priorities, curtailing 
load building or staggering hours of 
use. It is understood, however, that a 
power controller is being seriously con- 
sidered by the Canadian government. 
Because all major systems in accessi- 
ble places are now tied in with heavy 
interconnection, little relief can be ex- 
pected from further interconnections. 
Most of the heavily increased loads 
reported were in connection with new 
aluminum company activities and 
paper production as a result of stop- 
page of foreign pulp shipments. 


Sabotage Prevention 


Evidence of sabotage of power prop- 
erties has been very little so far. Never- 
theless, the companies are taking every 
precaution to guard against such occur- 
rence. It was generally felt that vul- 
nerable utility property, from the stand- 
point of load served or accessibility to 
surprise attack, should be guarded by 
the militia rather than private guards. 

Replacements for men enlisting was 
discussed from the standpoint of using 
women. Although an essential industry, 
many power company employees are 
expected to go into war service. 

The effect of the new taxes was dis- 
cussed, but because they did not be- 
come effective until July 1 any pro- 
grams had to wait until tangible results 
had been observed. 

Expression was given to the thought 
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ASSOCIATION LEADERS—G,. A. Gaherty 
(left), new president of the Canadian 
Electrical Association, receiving congratu- 
lations from the retiring president, J. E. 
Lawson 


that commercial electric cooking might 
be promoted more strongly as a means 
of conserving coal. 

Heavier costs and higher rates are 
expected. As a result a study is being 
made of ways of showing higher costs. 
especially taxes, in the customer’s bill. 

The improved public relations result- 
ing from dealer co-operation are worth 
all the effort, declared W. C. Mainwar- 
ing, who told of the plan being used by 
his company in British Columbia. The 
company continues to merchandise ag- 
gressively, but, to help the dealer, has 
set up a sales training program. 

Some of the results are: A drop from 
$40.42 in 1938 of cost of dealer range 
concession to $30 this year. Cost of 
dealer E.A.R. dropped last year between 
2 and 3 per cent. 

Revenues per dollar merchandise sold 
went from 10.3 to 13 cents for the com- 
pany and 8 to 8.27 cents for dealer sales. 

Lighting as a means for increasing 
revenue was discussed by M. E. Skinner, 
vice-president Buffalo Niagara & East- 
ern Power Corp. He stated that 60 per 
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cent of minimum bill customers given 
a lighting sales demonstration moved 
into the medium bill group as a result 
of increased lighting, as contrasted with 
a change of less than 20 per cent for 
the entire minimum bill group. Demon- 
strations added 280 kw.-hr. for high use 
group, 242 kw.-hr. for medium group 
and 180 kw.-hr. for the minimum bill 
group. 

The ‘average estimated additional 
load installed per domestic lighting 
demonstration last year was 266 watts 
with an E.A.R. of $3.13, or approxi- 
mately $11.77 per kw. connected. Com- 
merial lighting load, on the other hand, 
averaged $31.20 per kw. added. The 
average cost per dollar E.A.R. was 53 
cents. 

Selling does not stop with any na- 
tional emergency, said C. E. Green- 
wood, manager E.E.I. sales activities, 
except where local situations prevent. 
He voiced the thought that the time may 
come when the emergency causes the 
public to turn to the utilities because 
of their efficiency. 

After presenting data on sales re- 
sults from planned campaigns and sur- 
veying the conditions of higher costs 
and rates of the last war, Mr. Green- 
wood stated that selling was the way 
out of economic problems that might 
result from war. 

At the close of the meeting Presi- 
dent Lawson turned the gavel over to 
the newly elected president, G. A. 
Gaherty, president Montreal Engineer- 
ing Company. 


Board Defers Rehearing 
on California Project 


Following consideration of a request 

received early in June from Southern 
California Edison Co., Ltd., to withdraw 
its application filed October 10, 1939, 
for amendment of license for a project 
affecting lands in Angeles National 
Forest,. the Federal Power Commission 
has postponed until further order of 
the commission the rehearing in this 
proceeding which had been set for 
June 24. 
' License for the project was issued 
by the commission on May 11, 1923. 
The project consists of a transmission 
line occupying 3.4 miles of government 
lands within the. Angeles National 
Forest. 


Features “Edison, The Man” 


Many Canadian utility companies are 
arranging window displays to tie in 
with the local showing of the film 
“Edison, the man,” which is being fea- 
tured throughout Canada this summer. 
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NOW IN OPERATION—Hutsonville station, new 25,000-kw. plant of Central Illinois 
Public Service Co., which was placed in operation recently—ten and one-half months 
after construction started. A second 26,000-kw. unit is now being added to the station 





Fluorescent School 
at Jersey Central 


To clarify and stimulate fluorescent 
lighting, Jersey Central Power & Light 
Company will conduct a lighting school, 
specializing in the fluorescent lamp 
and fluorescent lighting in the audi- 
torium of its service building in Allen- 
hurst, N. J., July 9 and 10. 

Held under direction of the utility’s 
lighting sales department, with the co- 
operation of the lamp department, Gen- 
eral Electric Co., and the lamp division, 
Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing 
Co., the two-day session will include a 
statement of the Jersey Central policy 
by President T. R. Crumley, and analy- 
sis of the lighting market by Vice- 
President B. A. Seiple and illustrations 
of proper fluorescent lighting applica- 
tions by H. G. Clum, manager of the 
lighting sales department. 

To encourage attendance among plant 
engineers, jobbers, architects and others 
selling or installing lighting, the meet- 
ings have been set for 4:30 to 7:30 
p.m., with buffet suppers prepared un- 
der the supervision of Mrs. Eliza Ste- 
phenson, home service director of the 
utility. Other speakers include Karl 
Staley, General Electric; O. P. Cleaver, 
Westinghouse, and M. E. Welch, light- 
ing supervisor, Jersey Central Power & 
Light. 

During the first six months of 1940 
fluorescent .lighting has accounted for 
an estimated 50 per cent of all lighting 
contacts, according to Mr. Clum. 


Lighting Practice Report 


More recognizance of the human 
factor in residential lighting practice 
is advocated in a preliminary report 
on the lighting study now in progress 
by the advisory board of design of the 
American Lighting Equipment Asso- 
ciation. The report urges that the 
lighting industry, which to date has 
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emphasized deficiency in its engineering 
and educational activities, give more 
attention to the human desire for sen- 
timent and drama in home lighting and 
decoration. 

s 


REA to Place Resources 
Behind Defense Program 


The Rural Electrification Adminis- 
tration, with the more than 600 co-oper- 
ative and other rural power systems 
operating under its program in 45 
states, is prepared to put important 
resources squarely behind the national 
defense program, Secretary of Agricul- 
ture Henry A. Wallace announced. 

“Such resources, with the power 
facilities for vital communications for 
large scale electrical and mechanical 
training of youth in the defense pro- 
gram, and for many other activities, 
make possible an important contribution 
to defense effort,” Mr. Wallace said. He 
made public a memorandum from 
Harry Slattery, REA Administrator, 
accompanying a report from Mr. Slat- 
tery on rural power in national defense. 


Court Overrules Motion 
to Squash Damage Suit 


A defense motion to dismiss the 
$300,000 damage suit of Oscar F. Funk 
against the Union Electric Co., North 
American Co. subsidiary, and two of 
its former executives, Louis H. Egan, 
president, and Frank J. Boehm, execu- 
tive vice-president, has been overruled 
by Circuit Judge John W. Joynt. Mr. 
Funk asked for damages on the grounds 
that improper acts of the company and 
its former officers forced him to resign 
from his $15,000 a year job as company 
vice-president in 1938. His dismissal 
led to disclosures of Union Electric’s 
political activities and the SEC investi- 
gation. 
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Illinois Utility Puts 
New Unit in Service 


Central Illinois Public Service Co. 
placed its new 25,000-kw. Hutsonville 
station in service recently, ten and one- 
half months after actual starting of con- 
struction work, according to J. D. Rob- 
erts, chief engineer. 

This station contains two integral 
furnace boilers of 150 lb. per hour ca- 
pacity each that supply steam at 650 lb. 
pressure, 850 deg. temperature to one 
25,000-kw., 3,600-r.p.m. tandem-com- 
pound steam turbo-generators. The boil- 
ers were supplied by Combustion Engi- 
neering Co., the turbo generator by 
Allis-Chalmers. 

Work is currently proceeding with 
the installation of a second 25,000-kw. 
unit, a duplicate of the first unit, which 
will bring this station’s capacity within 
the next twelve months to 50,000 kw. 

The station, designed primarily to 
realize the lowest possible construction 
and operating costs, is unique in its 
simplicity of design and arrangement. 
Mr. Roberts declared. 


EHFA Closes Appliance 
and Wiring Contracts 


Electric Home and Farm Authority 
has announced that contracts have 
been closed with the city of Fort Pierce, 
Fla.; city of Denton, Tex.; city of Cald- 
well, Tex.; Water & Light Commission, 
Monroe, Ga.; Limestone County Electric 
Co-operative, Inc., Mart, Tex.; Wire- 
grass Electric Co-operative, Inc., Hart- 
ford, Ala.; Tri-County Electric Co-oper- 
ative, Inc., Mt. Vernon, IIll.; Coleman 
County Electric Co-operative, Inc., Cole- 
man, Tex.; Central Missouri Electric 
Co-operative, Inc., Sedalia, Mo.; West- 
ern Illinois Electric Co-operative, Car- 
thage, IIl., and the West River Electric 
Association, Inc., Wall, S. D. Con- 
tracts provide for financing sale of 
electric appliances. 

The authority also announced that 
contracts have been closed with the 
West River Electric Association, Inc., 
Wall, S. D., and the Robstown Lighting 
and Power System, Robstown, Tex. 
Contracts provide for the financing the 
wiring or rewiring of existing homes 
and farms. 


Morgan Rejoins Firm 


Arthur E, Morgan, former chairman 
of TVA, has returned to the presidency 
in the reorganization of the ; Dayton 
Morgan Engineering Co., which has 
taken place with the return of its for- 
mer associates to active management 
















PUAA. Airs New Methods 


In Effective Advertising 


Annual convention in Chicago stresses employment to create public 
good will as well as sell merchandise — Harold J]. Rowe 
succeeds Keith Hartzell as president 


Determination of the effectiveness of 
methods employed in utility advertising 
in attracting reader attention and de- 
sign of such advertising that will not 
only sell merchandise but also create 
good will remain of paramount im- 
portance, members of the Public Utility 
Advertising Association were told last 
week at the annual convention in Chi- 
cago. Methods employed in the past 
have been of a “hit or miss” nature, it 
was said. Improvement now to be noted 
has resulted from the attention given 
to the interests of readers. 

Charles W. Kellogg, president of the 
Edison Electric Institute, pointed out 
that the improvement in the position 
of the utilities in their race with the 
government could largely be traced to 
better public relations through adver- 
tising. 


See Understanding 


R. W. Queen-Hughes, Winnipeg (Can- 
ada) Electric Co., stated that the pub- 
licity man’s responsibility to manage- 
ment is in understanding and interpret- 
ing what the mass of peoplé are think- 
ing. “We must seek to combine our 
function .of telling the public about our 
business. with the function of telling 
our business about the public,” he de- 
clared. “To do this it is essential to have 
personal contact with ordinary people 
on a basis of equality. Mere patronizing 
interest in working people is useless, 
but real understanding and mutual re- 
spect is something worth achieving.” 

Clyde Bedell, advertising lecturer, 
Northwestern University School of 


Commerce, in a specific discussion of 
good and bad examples of utility adver- 
tising, laid down the following six sug- 
gestions for the preparation of good 
advertising: (1) Recognize the im- 
portance of technique, (2) cultivate a 
spirit of creation, (3) pre-check and 
after-check copy—find out what hap- 
pens, (4) develop a “method” and fol- 
low it, (5) study advertising as a pro- 
fessional man and (6) strive to turn 
out copy that is without flaws. 

Gaylord B. Buck, Public Service Co. 
of Colorado, characterized creative 
imagination as the bottleneck of adver- 
tising and advertising as the bottleneck 
through which the industry must pass 
to new fields. Utility advertising, he 
said, must break the trail before the 
industry can forge ahead into the new 
fields that face it. The industry, he 
declared, can progress no faster than 
its advertising will allow it to progress. 

Walter W. R. May, director of public 
relations of the Portland General Elec- 
tric Co., Portland, Ore., which recently 
defeated the PUD movement, described 
the advertising methods used by his 
company to combat public ownership. 
Success in “riding out the storm” he 
attributed to three techniques—(1) 
using advertising to stay in business, 
(2) taking the company’s ugliest prob- 
lems directly to the people, and (3) 
turning liabilities into assets. Mr. May 
expressed conviction that the public 
can be counted on to swing a fighter 
if he is a clean fighter who carries his 
story directly to the public. 

Others included on the program were 





Gaylord B. Buck, vice-president of 
Public Service Co. of Colorado 


Ada Bessie Swann, Crowell-Collier Pub- 
lishing Co., and Nathan W. Shefferman, 
Sears, Roebuck & Co. A symposium 
on “What Advertising Managements 
want from Sales Executives” was con- 
ducted by Dale Remington, Wisconsin 
Public Service Co.; A. H. Herrmann, 
Virginia Electric Power Co., and R. I. 
Seymour, Kansas City Power & Light. 

New officers for the coming year, 
elected at the convention, are: Presi- 
dent, Harold J. Rowe, Iowa Electric 
Light & Power Co., Cedar Rapids; first 
vice-president, Al C. Joy, Pacific Gas & 
Electric Co.; second vice-president, 
Clara H. Zillessen, Philadelphia Elec- 
tric Co.; third vice-president, Thomas 
H. Spain, Public Service Co. of New 
Jersey; secretary, H. W. Olcott, Bozell 
& Jacobs, Indianapolis, and treasurer, 
Dale Remington, Wisconsin Public Serv- 
ice Co., Green Bay. 





P.U.A.A. CONVENTION—Seen during the Public Utility Advertising Association convention in Chicago last week (1. to r.) Keith 
Hartzell, retiring P.U.A.A. president: J. C. Barnes, New Orleans Public Service: Clyde Bedell, Northwestern University School of 
Commerce: Glenn A. Bishop, Al C. Joy, Pacific Gas & Electric: A. H. Herrmann, Virginia Electric & Power: Mead Schenck, Inter- 
state Power Co., Dubuque, lowa and J. W. Hicks, Public Utility Engineering & Service Co. 
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FPC Approves Plans 
for Hydro Projects 


Nantahala Power & Light Co., sub- 
sidiary of Aluminum Company of 
America, has received approval of the 
Federal Power Commission for two 
hydro projects at Nanathala and Glen- 
ville on the Little Tennessee River 
system. The company stated that there 
were other - governmental authorities 
to agree before construction of these 
projects would proceed. The two loca- 
tions would provide water storage 
against low water periods and would 
assist in leveling out the flow of water 
and power in the company’s hydro de- 
velopments on the river. 

Nantahala would provide one turbine 
developing 60,000 hp. and Glenville a 
‘turbine developing 30,000 hp. This addi- 
tional capacity would be added to the 
274,000 hp. already capable of being 
generated by the company’s existing 
development at Santeetlah, Cheoah and 
Calderwood. 

The Nantahala Dam, with 999 ft. 
head, would be located on the Nanta- 
hala River, about 90 miles south of 
Asheville, N. C., and the Glenville proj- 
ect, with 1,215 ft. head, would be lo- 
cated in Jackson County, on the west 
fork of the Tuckaseegee River. Nanta- 
hala Dam would be 260 ft. high and 
Glenville 130 ft. high. The dams will 
be earth-faced,. rock-filled and _ con- 
structed by the»cempany’s own organ- 
ization. 

* 


Power Exposition Planned 


The personnel of the advisory com- 
mittee for the fourteenth National Ex- 
position of Power and Mechanical En- 
gineering has recently been announced. 
Among those serving are: I. E. Moul- 
trop, chairman; J. T. Barron, Public 
Service Electric & Gas Co., Newark, 
N. J.; R. E. Dillon, Boston Edison Co.; 
N, E. Funk, Philadelphia Electric Co.; 
F. E. Giesecke, president American So- 
ciety of Heating and Ventilating Engi- 
neers; G. L. Knight, Brooklyn Edison 
Co.; Joseph Pope, Stone & Webster 
Engineering Corp., and Charles F. 


Roth, manager, and E. K. Stevens, asso-. 


ciate manager of the exposition. The 
show is scheduled for Grand Central 
Palace, New York, December 2-7. More 
than 200 leading companies have 
already engaged exhibit space. 


$100,000,000 REA Plan 


The REA is. shaping plans for the 
early construction of $100,000,000 of 
new rural power lines to serve some 
300,000 farm families and other rural 
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users, according to Administrator Harry 


Slattery. A series of statewide meetings . 


of leaders in the rural electrification 
movement was held during June-to de- 
termine needs. A schedule of tentative 
allotments has been made. 


REA Serves 22,593 
Pennsylvania Farms 


Fourteen Pennsylvania rural electric 
co-operative associations were serving 
22,593 customers in 29 counties over 
6,266 miles of line as of May 1, accord- 
ing to information supplied to the Pub- 
lic Utility Commission by the Rural 
Electrification Administration. 

The total federal allotment for these 
projects is $7,163,200, including $7,- 
059,200 for lines and $104,000 for house 
wiring. 

The number of Pennsylvania farms 
actually obtaining electric service as of 
December 31, 1939, is given as 115,941. 
This figure includes the 22,593 cus- 
tomers now being served by the co- 
operatives, and the total number of 
rural customers being served by the 
electric utilities as of December 31, 
1939. 


MEETINGS 


Electric Light Association — Annual 
Mackinac Ysland, Mich., 8-10. 


Michigan 
meetin 
CH. ut 


Mich: 


International Association of Electrical Inspectors 
—Annual meeting, southwestern section, Santa 
Barbara, Calif., hs ust 26-30; northwestern sec- 
tion, Great Falls, Mont. 
ern section, Houston, September 16- 20; 
western section, Kansas City, °., September 
23-27: eastern section, New York, N. Y., Octo- 
ber 7-11. 


American Institute of Electrical Engineers—Pa- 
cific Coast convention, Los Angeles, Calif., 
August 27-30; Middle Eastern district meeting, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, “pone 9-11; winter conven- 
tion, Philadelphia, January 27-3). H. H. 
Henline, national ism 33 West 39th St., 
New York, 

American Society ‘of Mechanical Seotsente-Foll 
meeting, Hotel Davenport, Spokane, Wash., 
September 3-6; annual meeting, New "York, N. 
Y., December 2-5. C. E. Davies, national sec- 
retary, 29 West 39th St., ” New York, E 

\Nluminating Engineering Soc Annual meet- 
ing, Essex and Sussex Hotel, Spring Lake, 
N. J., September 9-12. F. Horton, exec- 
mage % "secretary 5! Madison Av., New York, 


u 0 
ilvester, secretary, 83 Cedar St., lonian. 


September 3-6; south- 


Rocky Mountain Electric 5 epee Ann conven- 
tion, Albuquerque, September 9-\1. 
George Lewis, Menage, Gas & Electric Build- 
ing, Denver, Colo. 


Association of Iron and Steel Engineers—National 
convention, Chicago, Ill., September 24-27, 
Brent Wiley, managing director, Empire Bidg., 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

indiana Electric Anpeeties-aeee convention, 
French Lick, Ind., September 25-27. R. E. Blos- 
rey secretary, 1414 
nd. 


Empire State Gas and Electric Association—An- 
baal convention, Westchester Country a. 
ye, N. Y,, September 26-27. + H. 
orth, secretary, Grand Central Terminal, New 
York, N. Y. 

National Electrical Manufacturers Assoclation— 
Annual meeting, Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, New 
York, Ms: ctober 27-November |. 'W. J. 
Donald, managing director, 155 East 44th St., 
New York, N. Y. 


ircle tour ‘Indianapolis, 
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_ supertension cable—oil 
filled and gas pressure—featured the 


Power Transmission 
in Europe Advances 


The continued battle for supremacy 
between the three principal types of 


filled, gas 


past year in the power cable field 
abroad, according to information re- 
ceived from Standard Telephone & 
Cables, Ltd., associated company in 
England of the International Telephone 
& Telegraph Corp. 

Although the oil-filled type continues 
to meet the requirements of supply 
engineers who prefer a type with an 
established operating reputation, it was 
said, the gas pressure type has in- 
creased its number of installations in 
contracts placed in England and Ger- 
many. For various reasons, including 
economics, it was said, the cable 
drawn into a steel pipe has been pre- 
ferred to the self-contained type (in 
which the gas-containing pipe is a 
reinforced lead sheath). 

It is considered probable that re- 
search work during 1940 in several 
European centers, as a result of dis- 
pute over the necessity of excluding the 
gaseous pressure medium from the in- 
sulation proper, and on allied problems 
will tend to clarify the situation ma- 
terially. 

For voltages of the order of 60 kv. 
there have been signs abroad of renewed 
interest in solid type cables. 

The problem of emergency repairs 
under air raid conditions has led to 
considerable development work on 
joints and terminal connections which 
can be made without the application of 
heat, and particular interest has been 
centered in perfecting cold-setting com- 
pounds. 


Promote Water Systems 


An effective promotional program of 
wide range has been instituted by the 
Electric Water Systems Council. Pur- 
pose of the new program is to assist 
dealers in continuing the upward trend 
of sales of water systems and to reap 
their share of 1940 profits, which are 
expected to exceed those of any pre- 
vious year. The council’s threefold pro- 
gram has been patterned to fit present 
needs of dealers and _ distributors 
throughout the country. 


Texas REA Funds 


Federal allotments totaling $9,000,- 
000 will be available for rural electrifi- 
cation projects in Texas during the next 
fiscal year, according to C. O. Falken- 
wald of Washington. 
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THESE REASONS WHY ENGINEERS 3 RECOMMENDING 


EO 


FoR PERMANENCE 

L-M Fibre Conduit is high in tensile 
strength, low in water absorption, neu- 
tral both as to acidity and alkalinity. For 
these reasons it will serve indefinitely. 
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V for PROTECTION 


Tight joints keep water out. Smooth in- 
side surfaces prevent insulation damage. 


V for ECONOMY 


Low initial cost, low maintenance, long 
service life are time-proved characteris- 
tics of L-M Fibre Conduit. Less breakage 
in transit and during installation is an 
additional saving insured by the high me- — 
chanical strength of L-M Fibre Conduit. | a 
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These are big reasons why L-M Fibre Conduit 
will protect your underground service reli- 
ably, economically .... for many years. Ask 
your L-M representative for complete inform- 
ation on L-M Fibre Conduit — or write Line 
Material Company, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
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DELRAY PLANT—Detroit Edison is expending $12,000,000 for new construction this year; $4,160,000 is 
represented in a 75,000-kw. capacity addition to the Delray plant. View shows workmen installing the 
new boiler. Payroll on this job will be $1,150,000 


CANADIAN CONVENTION—Representatives of Canadian privately owned utilities attending the fiftieth 
annual convention of the Canadian Electrical Association at the Seigniory Club, P.Q., last week to discuss 
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ELECTRIC COOKING—Boston Edison Co, hag this © 
Mass., to stimulate electric range service, | Hec 
equipped with gaseous tube lamps to tim 





\ 

0. hag this attractive sign in Somerville, 
. |Heating elements of range are 
to.timulate operating conditions 


Edison 


Shops 
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LAUDERDALE STATION—View of interior of outer cofferdam for the new extension of the station of Florida Power 
& Light at Lauderdale to house a new 25,000-kw. turbo-generator at a cost of $3,000,000 


problems of power company operations arising out of war conditions. This is the third oldest electrical associa- 

tion in the western hemisphere. The retiring president, J. E. Lawson, of Canadian Niagara Power Co., Lid., who 

was chairman of the convention, and his successor, G. A. Gaherty of Montreal Engineering Co., Lid., are seen 
in the center of the second row 
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Westinghouse Briefs 


... showing the extent of Westinghouse 
TURBINE GENERATOR... 


F , activities in research; in the manufacture 
oem eee ve of the —" and application of Turbine Generators, 
rends toward improved appear- a0 


eos of this omen — and in promoting the use of electricity. 
aT These activities, which result in better 

service to you and a wider use of elec- 

tricity by your customers, have been 


encouraged by your purchases of West- 
inghouse apparatus. 
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WESTINGHOUSE ELECTRIC & MANUFACTURING CO. 
EAST PITTSBURGH, PA. 


Tune in “Musical Americana,” N. B. C. 
Blue Network, every Tuesday evening. 


SLOTTING THE ROTOR... Taking out the 
double frequency vibration of a large 2-Pole, 3600 rpm 


Rotor by slotting it to provide equal rigidity on 
the two major axes. 


- a ee 
| ae 1 ' 
: oe 4 , 
=e id 


FLEXIBLE SUPPORTS ... Reducing the amplitude of double 
frequency vibration transmitted from the stator core to the 
foundation. This is accomplished on large 2-Pole 3600 

rpm Turbine Generators by means of flexible supports. L) 


DRESS REHEARSAL IN DESIGN j-9701¢ 
.»» Models are used to determine ca 
the external design of some large = 
Turbine Generators before actual 

manufacturing work is begun. 

This gives a clear understand- 

ing of the finished exterior 


=e of the line 
a of machines. 


LOOKING AHEAD... L) 
Based on present design 


trends, this illustration is a fore- 
cast of the exterior appearance of 
future Turbine Generators. 
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Output Continues at 


High Level Above’39 


Production of electricity by the elec- 
tric light and power industry in the 
week of June 29 was 2,514,461,000 kw.- 
hr., according to the Edison Electric 
Institute. While this output figure was 
above the preceding week, it was still 
slightly below the output in the week 
of June 15, when electricity production 
amounted to 2,516,208,000 kw.-hr. 

For the week ended June 29 output 
was 9.3 per cent ahead of the corre- 
sponding week of a year ago, 24.8 per 
cent ahead of the corresponding week 
of 1938 and 12.3 per cent ahead of the 
corresponding week of 1937, the pre- 
vious record output year. Production 


Weekly Output Millions Kw.-Hr. 
1940 1939 1937 


Uune 29 2,514 July 1 2,300 July 3 2,238 
lune 22 2,509 June 24 2,285 June 26 2,238 
june 15 2,516 June 17 2,265 June 19 2,214 
ne 8 2,453 June 10 2,257 June 12 2,214 
1 2,332 June 3 2,114 June 5 2,131 
May 25 2,449 May 27 2,205 May 29 2,207 

Per Cent Change from Previous Year 

ioe Week Ending 

June 29? June 22 June 15 
New England ........ + 7.0 + 5.1 + 5.8 
Middie Atlantic . + 6.1 +60 + 66 
Central industrial ..... +134 +149 +15.9 
West | PAR? + 4,3 + 6.1 6.7 
Southern States ....... + 8.1 + 27 t 9.7 
Rocky Mountain ...... 4+21.7 +218 18.2 
P ER ee + 69 + 7.7 t 9.4 
United States ....... +93 +98 #£4+4111 


Billions of Kw-Hr. 
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of electricity for the most recent week 
was 4.8 per cent below last winter’s 
peak. Corresponding decreases for 
1939, 1938 and 1937 were 2.7, 8.5 and 
1.8 per cent, respectively. 

Four of the major geographic re- 
gions showed decreases from the pre- 
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vious week in percentage gains over 
1939, while three showed increases. 
While the decreases in the Central In- 
dustrial and West Central states ap- 
peared largest, both these regions 
showed unusually high outputs in the 
corresponding week of 1939. 





U. S. Bureau of Mines 
in Refining Process 


The U. S. Bureau of Mines plans 
soon to go into the smelting business, 
using government hydro power to at- 
tempt to develop an _ experimental 
process for refining minerals, particu- 
larly manganese. 

In the name of national defense, the 
bureau has been given $2,000,000 to 
construct and operate “a pilot plant 
or plants” to produce manganese con- 
centrates from low-grade ores by an 
electrolytic “or other” process. First 
plant is expected to be built at the 
bureau’s Boulder Dam station. 

Representative James G. Scrugham 
of Nevada, political pilot of the experi- 
ment in Congress, said the plant could 
use dump power at the hydro plants 
at a cost of one-half mill per kilowatt- 
hour, With power. at this price, Mr. 
Scrugham said, the electrolytic process 
would be little more expensive than 
normal processes with high-grade ore. 


. He mentioned also as other prospec- 


tive plant sites TVA, Bonneville and 
Grand Coulee. 

It is proposed that the United States 
buy low-grade ores, at perhaps 60 per 
cent of the market value of their 
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metal, most of which would come from 
small mine owners. The ores would be 
shipped to the government plants and 
processed. Concentrates would be put 
into reserve stock piles for use in an 
emergency instead of imported ores. 

One small company previously has 
experimented with electrolytic develop- 
ment of manganese at Knoxville, Tenn. 
The plant processed about 100,000 
pounds of pure metal in a year, which 
it sold to commercial concerns for 
experimental purposes in development 
of new alloys. 

e 


Adjusted Entries Sought 
in Books of Accounts 


Federal Power Commission has or- 
dered that a public hearing be held 
beginning on July 15 in Portland, Ore., 
at which Northwestern Electric Co. of 
Portland show cause why the commis- 
sion should not order that the com- 
pany’s books of account be adjusted 
in conformity with the joint “Report 
on the Reclassification and Original 
Cost Studies of Electric Plant as at 
January 1, 1937.” 

The joint report was made by the 
staffs of the Federal Power Commis- 
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sion and the Public Utilities Commis- 
sioner of Oregon and was served on 
the company on May 1. The commis- 
sion finds that the company’s reply, 
dated May 31, to this joint report does 
not set forth sufficient information 
which would justify or explain the 
company’s reason for failure to adjust 
its books of account in accordance with 
the staff’s report. The commission pro- 
vided that the Public Utilities Com- 
missioner of Oregon and the Washing- 
ton Department of Public Service may 
participate in the hearing. 


Three-Way Phone System 


Public Service Electric & Gas (N. J.) 
has installed a unique three-way tele- 
phone communication system in its cus- 
tomers’ service department in Newark. 
It is now possible for an employee, 
answering a call from a customer seek- 
ing information or service, to speak 
with other departments of the company 
to obtain the necessary information, all 
in a single operation. This system is 
operated through a central sixteen- 
position telephone table equipped with 
the key method plan of operation. 
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EWS ABOUT PEOPLE 


Canadian Group Elects 
G. A. Gaherty President 


G. A. Gaherty, the new president of 
the Canadian Electrical Association, is 
president of Montreal Engineering Co., 
a service and management company 
for Canadian and South American util- 
ities; president Calgary Power Co., 
Ltd., and president Ottawa Valley 
Power Co. 

Mr. Gaherty was born in 1889. After 
graduating from Dalhousie University 
at Halifax as a civil engineer, he was 
employed by the Western Canada Power 
Co. in construction work at Stave 
Falls. At the outbreak of the first 
World War he was designing engineer 
for the company. 

He served in France as lieutenant 
and then captain of Canadian artillery. 
Then after a short interval in mining 
he joined the Montreal Engineering 
Co. as assistant engineer, rising to chief 
engineer, vice-president and, in 1935, 
president. 

His professional associations have 
occupied a large part of his interest. 
In the Canadian Electrical Associa- 
tion, in addition to being an officer, 
he was for several years chairman of 
the managers committee. He has also 
been active in the Engineering Insti- 
tute of Canada, serving on the com- 
mittee on public relations and the 
finance committee and chairman of the 
western water problems committee. 


> Water O. Zervas was elected as the 
managing director of the Electric 
League of Indianapolis at a recent 
meeting of the board of directors. Mr. 
Zervas has been engaged primarily in 
electrical organization and promotion 
for the past eighteen years. He has 
recently been in charge of load building 
for the Rural Electrification Adminis- 
tration in Wisconsin. A graduate of the 
University of Wisconsin in engineering 
in 1922, he was commercial field survey 
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supervisor for Wisconsin Telephone Co. 
for nearly five years and manager of 
the Electrical League of Milwaukee for 
nearly ten years. 


R. N. Hill Made President 
of Green Mountain Power 


A. LeRoy Smith of Barre, Vt., has 
been elected chairman of the Green 
Mountain Power Corp., a New England 
Power Association property serving the 
Montpelier-Burlington area. Ralph N. 
Hill, for the past ten years vice-presi- 
dent and general manager, has been 
elected president, and John W. Shee- 
hey, operating manager for the past 
decade, has been elected vice-president. 
Mr. Smith has been a director for sev- 
eral years. L. W. Prevost of Mont- 
pelier was re-elected assistant treas- 


R. N. Hill 


urer at the annual meeting of the 
board. 

Born in Indiana 56 years ago, Mr. 
Hill grew up and was educated in Iowa, 
where he worked as telephone and 
electric light lineman during vacations 
and at odd times while in college. 


J. W. Sheehey 


After college he entered the student 
course of the Western Electric Co. in 
Chicago, but transferred in 1908 to 
New York as engineer in apparatus 
design and physical laboratory. From 
1929-1940 he served as vice-president 
and general manager of the Green 
Mountain Power Corp. 

Mr. Sheehey is a native Vermonter. 
From 1905-1917 he served as plant 
superintendent of the St. Albans Pub- 
lic Electric Light Co. In 1917 he be- 
came superintendent of the Burling- 
ton Light & Power Co., the position he 
retained until 1930, when he was 
named operating manager of the Green 
Mountain Power Corp. It is from this 
position that he has just been ad- 
vanced to vice-president. Mr. Sheehey 
is a past-president of the Vermont 
Electrical Association. 


> Rocer A. Fuuver has been appointed 
application engineer in the field of 
commercial refrigeration and air condi- 
tioning by the General Electric Co. Mr. 
Fuller, who was formerly located in the 
commercial refrigeration department of 
the company at Fort Wayne, will spe- 
cialize in the application of integral 
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horsepower motors to commercial re- 
frigeration and air-conditioning equip- 
ment. His headquarters will be at the 
company’s River Works, West Lynn, 
Mass. 


> U. J. GenpRon, executive assistant 
to the Bonneville Administrator since 
1937, has been named assistant Bonne- 
ville administrator. The position is a 
new one, recently created by congres- 
sional amendment to the Bonneville 
act. Mr. Gendron was one of the first 
appointees under the late J. D. Ross, 
first to head the agency. 


> W. J. Suea, who has been associated 
with the Essex Wire Corp., Detroit, in 
Magnet wire sales for several years, 
has been elected vice-president of the 
company and will be in complete charge 
of the magnet wire division at Fort 
Wayne, Ind. 


> Hartow H. Drown, sales manager of 
the Worcester Suburban Electric Co., 
was recently the guest of honor at a 
banquet in the Uxbridge (Mass.) Inn, 
where he received a 25-year service pin 
in recognition of his long connection 
with that utility. 


> Joun A. Becker, general manager 
of the Wisconsin Development Author- 
ity, has resigned, effective June 30, be- 
cause of ill health, but directors of the 
WDA have refused to accept the resig- 
nation, granting him an indefinite leave 
of absence without salary. Kent Woot- 
DRIGE, chief engineer of the authority, 
has been named acting manager and 
assumes his new duties in connection 
with his regular work as chief engi- 
neer. 


> TF. A. Tracy has been named assist- 
ant manager of the Sierra Pacific 
Power Co. For the past three years 
Mr. Tracy has been with Stone & Web- 
ster Service Corp., New York, as per- 
sonnel director. He was formerly con- 
nected with Stone & Webster in Bos- 
ton, the Ponce Electric Co., Ponce, 
Puerto Rico, and the Blackstone Val- 
ley Gas & Electric Co. in Pawtucket, 
R. I. 


> A. T. Cowarp, vice-president of the 
B. C. Electric. Railway Co., recently 
completed fifty years of service with the 
organization. About 100 employees, 
representing all branches of the com- 
pany, attended a dinner given in his 
honor to celebrate the occasion. Em- 
ployees of the Vancouver Island divi- 
sion presented to him a solid gold desk 
clock. 


> James W. Hook, president of the 
United Illuminating Co., New Haven, 
Conn., has been awarded the Marston 
Medal, the highest honor of the engi- 
neering division of Iowa State College, 
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for his leadership in manufacturing 
and achievements in public affairs. He 
is a past-president of the New England 
Council and past-chairman of the na- 
tional committee of the National Asso- 
ciation of Manufacturers, besides being 
president of the Geometric Tool Co., 
New Haven. 


P James Towne, of Waupun, was 
elected president of the Wisconsin Mu- 
nicipal Utilities Association at the re- 
cent annual convention. — 


OBITUARY 
E. W. Lloyd 


Edward W. Lloyd, vice-president in 
charge of sales for Commonwealth 
Edison Co., Chicago, since 1926, died 
on June 26, at the age of 68. He had 
been in ill health for several months. 

Mr. Lloyd, who was nationally prom- 
inent in the electric utility industry 
for his contributions to the commer- 
cial phases of the business, including 
electric service rate structures, was 
president of the National Electric Light 
Association in 1915-16 and headed sev- 
eral important committees in that or- 
ganization and the Edison Electric 
Institute, its successor. 

Born in Belleville, Ontario, in 1872, 
Mr. Lloyd was educated in the public 
schools of that city. In 1880 he moved 





Underwood & Underwood 


with his family to Erie, Pa., where he 
later worked in a machine shop and 
attended high school at night. Mr. 
Lloyd entered the employ of the then 
Chicago Edison Company in 1893 as 
a mechanical draftsman. He became a 
construction foreman in 1898 and four 
years later was elevated to assistant 
superintendent of construction. Mr. 
Lloyd was appointed general contract 
agent in 1906 and was elected vice- 
president of Commonwealth Edison Co. 
in 1926. — 
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In a pamphlet entitled “Purchased 
Electric Power in Factories,” written 
in 1906, Mr. Lloyd outlined for the 
first time in convenient form the ap- 
proximate amount of power required 
to drive various types of machines. This 
provided data which even manufac- 
turers had only partially available at 
that time and represented a distinct 
forward step in the sale of electric 
power for industrial uses. 

As chairman of the national commit- 
tee which planned and directed the 
electric light and power industry’s 
“Electricity at Work” exhibit at a 
Century of Progress exposition in 1933- 
34, Mr. Lloyd also headed the World’s 
Fair electrical committee. In 1922 he 
was chairman of the Joint Committee 
for Business Development sponsored by 
nine electrical societies of the United 
States and Canada. Mr. Lloyd was 
president of the Chicago Lighting In- 
stitute and he previously served in the 
same capacity with the Electric Asso- 
ciation of Chicago. 


> Henry .E. AppENBROOKE, formerly 
chief auditor of the Commonwealth 
Edison Co., where he was employed 
for 35 years prior to his retirement in 
1938, died June 21, of a heart attack, 
in Niles, Mich., at the age of 68. 


> Geratp W. PARTRIDGE, a pioneer of 
electricity supply in Great Britain, died 
recently at his home at Woldingham, 
England. As engineer and director, 
Mr. Partridge was associated with the 
London Electric Supply Corp. for half 
a century. 


> Freperick L. Cavis, treasurer of the 
Tennessee Valley Authority and iden- 


tified for years with conservation and- 


reclamation service projects, died June 
20, of a heart attack, at his home in 
Knoxville, Tenn. He was 60 years old. 
Mr. Cavis, who had been treasurer for 
four months, joined TVA as construc- 
tion accountant six years ago. He was 
born at Marysville, Ohio. 


> Epwarp S. PELLING, who negotiated 
the sale of the first electric sign for 
commercial purposes in the city of 
Philadelphia, died June 3 in the Presby- 
terian Hospital, Philadelphia, after a 
lingering illness. He was 71 years of 
age. Although identified with the public 
relations department of the Philadelphia 
Electric Co. for the past ten years, his 
earlier activities with the company, 
dating from 1902, were devoted almost 
entirely to the advancement of the light- 
ing art. He witnessed the evolution of 
light from the beginning of its more 
important phases of development to the 
present. 
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Allis-Chalmers Gets 
Transformer Contract 


A contract totaling $426,000 was re- 
cently awarded to Allis-Chalmers Man- 
ufacturing Co. by U. S. Department of 
Interior covering four large trans- 
formers for the Phoenix Terminal sub- 
station. In physical size the trans- 
formers will be among the largest ever 
built by Allis-Chalmers. 

When completed, the units will take 
power at 154,000 volts from the trans- 
mission line from Parker Dam on the 
Colorado River in Arizona and step it 
down to 69,000 and 12,500 volts for 
feeding the power systems of the Salt 
River Valley Water Users Association 
and of the Central Arizona Light and 
Power Company. 

Each of the three-winding, single- 
phase power transformers is equipped 
with load ratio control and has a rat- 
ing of 30,000 kva., which, on account 
of the three windings, is equivalent to 
40,000 kva. 


File Common Shares; 
Completing Plant 


Copperweld Steel Co. has filed a 
registration statement with the Securi- 
ties and Exchange Commission in con- 
nection with the contemplated offering, 
subject to favorable market conditions, 
of a maximum of 75,000 shares of addi- 
tional common stock. 

Net proceeds from the offering will 
be devoted partly to the discharge of 
a $500,000 bank loan and partly for 
additions to the company’s general 
funds representing the reimbursements 
for capital expenditures and additions 
to working capital. 

The company announced that it is 
now completing its plant for the man- 
ufacture of electric-furnace alloy steels, 
costing approximately $3,200,000. In 
addition to manufacturing alloy steels 
required for its Copperweld wire, rod 


18 (18) 





and cable business, the company ex- 
pects to manufacture special alloy 
steels for sale to others to be used 
in the construction of machine tools, 
aircraft, automobiles, trucks, tractors 
and other products. 

Sales of the company for the five 
months ended May 31 totaled approxi- 
mately $3,583,000, compared with $3,- 
389,000 for the corresponding period 
of 1939, 


May Vacuum Cleaner 
Sales Hit New High 


Sales of household vacuum cleaners 
in May hit a new high, establishing an 
all-time record of 173,896 units for the 
month, or 52 per cent increase over the 
May, 1939, total of 114,377, according 
to industry figures announced by C. G. 
Frantz, secretary of the Vacuum Cleaner 
Manufacturers’ Association. 

The month’s volume played a large 
part in piling up the second largest 
January-May total in the industry’s 
history, the sales, aggregating 786,775, 
being topped only by 835,398 in the 
same period of 1937, and an increase 
of 29.7 per cent over 606,579 in the 
corresponding month of 1939. 


Opens Appliance Display 


General Electric Co. has opened the 
first permanent display of products of 
its appliance and merchandise depart- 
ment at 570 Lexington, Avenue, New 
York City. 


Power Unit Contract 


The Elliott Co. of Pittsburgh, Pa., 
has received the contract for a 6,000- 
kw. turbine and a condenser on a bid 
of $141,680 for the former and $38,650 
for the latter, both to be installed in 
the municipal plant at Frankfort, Ind. 
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Shipments Advance 
for Laundry Units 


Home laundering equipment factory 
shipments in May continued to show 
advance over the corresponding month 
a year. ago, according to industry sta- 
tistics announced by Joseph R. Bohnen, 
executive secretary-treasurer of the 
American Washer and Ironer Manu- 
facturers’ Association. 

Shipments of household washers 
totalled 118,987, an increase of 13.03 
per cent over the May, 1939, total of 
105,266. Ironers aggregated 10,590, or 
an increase of 9.06 per cent over 9,710 
in May a year ago. There was the reg- 
ular seasonal drop from April for both 
appliances, washers being down 13.2 per 
cent and ironers, 11.6 per cent. 

Washer shipments for the first five 
months of this year were 8.38 per cent 
ahead of a year ago, 665,442 compared 
to 613,984, Secretary Bohnen said. Iron- 
ers were up 4.5 per cent, 55,178 against 
52,804. Women continue buying in the 
upper price levels, average retail value 
of all washers in the first five months 
being $72.06, compared to $69.39 last 
year. Ironers averaged $68.23, against 
$70.46. 


Grand Coulee Contract 


Bureau of Reclamation, Denver, Colo., 
has let a contract to the American 
Transformer Co., Newark, N. J., at 
$34,542 for 24 outdoor-type trans- 
formers, 60-cycle, for use at Grand 
Coulee, Wash., hydro-electric power 
plant, Columbia Basin project. 


Century Electric Strike 


Dispute over a closed union shop and 
a check-off system in negotiations for 
a new wage and working contract has 
led to a strike of the CIO United Elec- 
trical, Radio and Machine Workers of 





America strike against the Century 
Electric Co. This is the second strike 
at Century Electric under CIO auspices. 


Toledo to Have New System 
of 4,000 G.E. Street Lights 


City officials have signed a new con- 
tract with the Toledo Edison Co. which 
calls for a modernization of street light- 
ing in the business districts and along 
the main traffic arteries. About 4,000 
new street lights developed by General 
Electric engineers will be used to re- 
place arc lamps. The new lights will be 
equipped with Mazda _ incandescent 
lamps, rated at from 6,000 to 10,000 
lumens, and will be of a pendent type 
with a hemispherical reflector forming 
the upper half and a glass globe the 
lower half of the unit. 


Orders 1,500-Kw. Unit 


The city of Lebanon, Mo., has 
awarded a contract to Westinghouse 
Electric & Manufacturing Co. at $63,- 
527 for furnishing and installing a 
1,500-kw. turbo-generator unit with 
auxiliary equipment for the municipal 
power plant. 


Awards Turbine Contract 


Lower Colorado River Authority has 
awarded a contract to the Baldwin- 
Southwark Corp., for a 27,000-hp. hy- 
draulic turbine unit, complete with 
governor and accessories, for installa- 
tion in Marshall Ford hydro-electric 
power station, at a cost of approximately 
$177,000. 


Gets Conductor Contract 


Bureau of Reclamation, Denver, Col., 
has awarded contract to the Aluminum 
Co. of America, Inc., Pittsburgh, for 
374 miles of aluminum conductor at 
$85,473. It will be used for a 66 kv. 
transmission line from Casper to Ther- 
mopolis, Wyo., forming part of the 
Kendrick-Casper reclamation project. 
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Field Reports on Business 


Increasing industrial activity preparatory to the national defense program 
continues to highlight business, as National City Bank of New York fore- 
casts active business as long as the program continues. Electric utility con- 
struction programs are being speeded up, with some increases’ over original 


plans indicated. 


NEW YORK 


Active business as long as the national 
defense program continues was forecast 
in the July letter of the National City 
Bank of New York. Other observers see 
little if amy changes in earnings of local 
banks in the second quarter over the first 
quarter, with a possibility of increased 
profits. Rising industrial activity has af- 
fected the stock market but little; it 
reacted favorably, if briefly, to the Willkie 
nomination. At the end of the last week 
in June, however, the Dow-Jones average 
for industrial stocks was slightly lower 
than in the preceding week. ELectricaL 
Wortp indices of electric utility securi- 
ties have advanced to the highest points 
since mid-May. Engineering construction 
awards for the last week in June, as re- 
ported by Engineering News-Record, were 
64 per cent below the record volume of 
the previous week and 17 per cent under 
the corresponding week of a year ago. For 
the fitst 26 weeks of 1940 construction 
volume was placed 11 per cent below the 
26-week period of 1939, due to a slump 
in public construction, since private con- 
struction was up 24 per cent over a year 
ago. Steel ingot production, which has re- 
mained at a high rate, showed a slackening 
in scheduled rate for the week ended June 
27 to 86.5 per cent of capacity, the first 
reversal in nine weeks. 


NEW ENGLAND 


With New England industrial activity 
moying ahead under the spur of large or- 
ders awarded under the defense program, 
electrical equipment sales are responding 
with an encouraging trend. The War De- 
partment has placed orders for cloth with 
Massachusetts textile companies totaling 
$10,474,968, with the result that some in- 
crease in negotiations for small motors 
and switch and control apparatus has been 
reported; one group of !oom motors ag- 
gregating 120 hp. has been sold and an- 
other consisting of 146 motors was placed 
a short time ago. One manufacturer 
placed 140 hp. in small motors in a num- 
ber of small manufacturing companies in 
eastern Massachusetts during the past 
week; four 15-hp. motor-generator arc- 
welder sets have been sold in this area 
recently and inquiries, according to one 
representative, are continuing with a 
steady trend. 

Central Maine Power has ordered a 20,- 
000-kw. General Electric turbine unit, 
Westinghouse condenser and two Babcock 
& Wilcox 125,000-lb.-per-hour boilers for 
1941 delivery as a defense power measure. 

Industrial electric heating is active; one 
manufacturer reports work being completed 
for over 200 kw. in heat-treating furnaces; 
Billings Spencer Co., Hartford, Conn., has 
installed a 42-kw. electric carburizing fur- 
nace, and the Benrus Watch Co., Water- 
bury, Conn., has installed two annealing 
furnaces, each of 15 kw. capacity, which 
provide for 100,000 pieces per day. 

B. F. Sturtevant Co., Boston, reports 
activity in air-conditioning and ventilating 
equipment and points to a number of large 
industrial air-conditioning units now being 
installed by it in Southern plants. Stone 
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& Webster Engineering Corp. now has in 
the neighborhood of $40,000,000 in con- 
struction work uncompleted. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Line material purchases are good 
throughout the territory, especially in the 
Northwest, where distribution lines for 
Bonneville and Grand Coulee are under 
construction. A line tool manufacturer 
reports 25 per cent sales increase over 
last year in California and the southwest 
area without any unusually large orders. 
Recent jobs have covered poles, crossarms 
and hardware for enlargement of Fort 
Lewis, Wash.; 84 miles of REA material 
for Coquille and Coos Bay, Ore., including 
23 carloads of poles and 138 transformers, 
sizes 14 to 5 kva., the construction alone 
costing $72,866, and $85,473 award for 
374 miles aluminum wire for 66-kv. trans- 
mission lines of Kendrick project in Wy- 
oming and $5,000 oom for All-American 
Canal in Imperial Valley, Calif.; a 7,500- 
kva. substation at Laramie, cost $64,275, 
and a Bonneville substation at Chehalis, 
cost $100,108. The Elephant Butte sys- 
tem near Las Cruces, N. M., is in the 
market for 333-kva.. transformers and 
15,000-volt circuit breakers and disconnect 
switches for its 115-kv. transmission line, 
costing $31,318 to construct. 

Private building includes rewired and 
relighted department store and oil com- 
pany headquarters in San Francisco and 
a one-million-dollar sports center near 
Beverly Hills, Los Angeles, with elaborate 
night lighting. Dealers in electrical main- 
tenance material, such as fibre, mica and 
bakelite, report a marked drop in sales, 
accountable for the fact that most of the 
plants they serve expect a government 
request for participation in its national 
defense program and are awaiting such a 
decision before making any annual over- 
haul of their existing equipment. 


CHICAGO 


Further expansion in business aetivity 
throughout this area was noted in most 
lines last week. Most marked acceleration 
occurred in the industrial field, where 
production has been stepped up sharply to 
meet the rapidly increasing demands. 
There is considerable pick-up in buying of 
electrical equipment to meet the require- 
ments of widespread expansion in manu- 
facturing facilities. Important gains were 
scored in retail trade and the larger stores 
report sales increases of approximately 
15 per cent over 1939. 

Sharp gains in rail traffic have resulted 
in large scale buying programs by many 
railroads. 

Bids have been requested for pumps, 
fans, cable and other electrical equip- 
ment on two sections of the new subway. 
The city will order 200 cast-iron lamp 
posts for additional street lighting. Two 
store remodeling jobs just completed in- 
cluded installation of 123 circuits, 632 
lights, 182 receptacles and twelve motors. 
A small manufacturing plant recently in- 
stalled 150 small motors and control appa- 
ratus. Electric range tions show 
substantial improvement over last year. 
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Utility Bonds Advance; Stocks Firm 
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Prices of utility bonds during the past week advanced. The “Electrical World” index 
rose to 105.2, from 104.9 the preceding week. A mixture of gains and losses in the 
stock list left the index at 28.7: last year, 30.6 





Safe Harbor Stock 
Acquisition Allowed 


Approval and authorization of the 
acquisition of additional stock of Safe 
Harbor Water Power Corp. by Penn- 
sylvania Water & Power Co., Holtwood, 
and by Consolidated Gas, Electric 
Light & Power Co. of Baltimore has 
been ordered by the Federal Power 
Commission. The commission’s orders 
follow consideration of applications 
filed by the two companies on April 17 
and April 23, respectively. 

The securities consist of 1,988 shares 
of voting class B stock at $135 per 
share, to be acquired by Pennsylvania 
Water & Power Co., and 1,989 shares 
of non-voting class A stock and 1,988 
shares of voting class B stock at a 
total price of $536,895, to be acquired 
by Consolidated. The acquisition will 
be pursuant to an agreement between 
the three corporations dated June 29, 
1931. 

The commission’s orders are based on 
findings that proceeds from the trans- 
action are to be used to defray in part 
the expense of the installation of addi- 
tional generating facilities by the Safe 
Harbor corporation and that the au- 
thorized acquisition of securities will 
be consistent with the public interest. 


N. J. Public Service Board 
To Meet During Summer 


The board of directors of Public 
Service Corp. of New Jersey at its 
regular monthly meeting, held _re- 
cently, voted to depart from its custom 
of omitting July and August sessions 
as it has done for several years past. 

Because of unsettled world condi- 
tions and the uncertainty of the near 
future it was deemed desirable for 
the board to meet during the summer 
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months. Accordingly the matter of the 
declaration of dividends for the third 
quarter of the year, payable in Sep- 
tember, will come up for action at the 
August meeting. The monthly divi- 
dend of 50 cents a share on the 6 per 
cent preferred stock was declared 
payable August 15 to stockholders of 
record July 15. 


Associated Gas Trustees 
Report Plan’s Progress 


Trustees of Associated Gas & Elec- 
tric Co. and Associated Gas & Electric 
Corp. have sent to security holders a 
progress report on the reorganization 
of the utility holding company system. 
The report emphasized the work the 
trustees have undertaken to simplify 
the corporate structure, settle tax cases, 
improve accounting methods and inves- 
tigate the rate structure. 

“The steps in the procedure estab- 
lished by law before a final plan of 
reorganization can go into effect will 
necessarily take a substantial length of 
time,” the letter said. 

“No plan can become effective until 
it has been approved by both the Se- 
curities and Exchange Commission and 
the court after public hearing, at which 
you and all other interested persons 
will have an opportunity to be heard 
and to suggest modifications in the 
plan,” the trustees said. 


Collateral Sale Stayed 


A federal court injunction restrain- 
ing the Chase National Bank of New 
York and the Harris Trust & Savings 
Bank of Chicago from selling collateral 
of the Portland General Electric Co. 
has been extended for a period of 
ninety days. 





Financing Aid Seen 
in Moves by SEC 


Aid for public utility financing is 
seen in two recent moves of the Securi- 
ties and Exchange Commission. At a 
meeting last week of utility executives 
and the SEC almost unanimous ap- 
proval was given to a change to the 
Public Utility Holding Company Act 
of 1935 which would eliminate about 
75 per cent of the hearings now held 
under that act. 

The amendment, to which Commis- 
sioner Robert E. Healy was the lone 
dissenter, would permit declarations 
and applications of holding companies 
or subsidiaries to become effective after 
30 days without hearings. Exceptions 
to the new Rule U-8, copies of which 
have been sent to the utility industry 
and others interested, are those applica- 
tions coming under the “death sen- 
tence,” relating to reorganization and 
applications for exemption. 

The SEC, together with at least part 
of the investment banking industry, is 
expected to ask this session of Congress 
for permission to waive or shorten the 
20-day wait between registration and 
sale of a new security issue required 
by the Securities Act of 1933. 

The new rule, on which substantial 
agreement is expected, would hinge on 
the decision of the SEC that the infor- 
mation already available to the investor 
—past registrations or annual reports— 
was adequate and up to date and that 
the new registration statement was 
true and accurate. 


Permits $15,000,000 Issue 


Authority has been given to the 
Rochester Gas & Electric Corp. by the 
New York Public Service Commission 
to issue $15,000,000 thirty-year mort- 
gage bonds at 3% per cent interest. 
The company has already filed applica- 
tion with the SEC for the issue. 





Utility Reports 


Net Income 
1940 


| 
*Carolina Power & Light. ...$2,600,025 $2,454,422 
*Dallas Power & lig Si ale 1,663,859 1,603, 
*Florida Power & Light..... 2,167,619 1,576,169 
*Houston Lighting & Power 2,682 3,064, 
*idaho Power .............. 1,477,140 1,697,448 
*Kansas City Power & Light 4,903,116 4,531,266 
*Louisiana ight.. 1,088,877 010,674 


| 
2 
*New Orleans Public Service 2,642,457 | 
*Oklahoma Gas & Electric 2,808,088 2 


*Texas Power & fet piss 2,190,672 931,498 
*Utah Power & Lig 

an IRR to ee 1,570,568 | 1,529,094 
Electric Power & Light 

SN MO ON vw Gow Ceecac sass 6,325,010 | 4,612,118 


*Twelve months ended May 31. 
{Twelve months ended April 30. 
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Abbeville Contract 
for Transmission Line 


City Council, Abbeville, S. C., has 
authorized immediate construction of a 
new transmission line from the city to 
the municipal hydro-electric power plant 
at Buzzard’s Roost on Rocky River, 
about 1744 miles distant, for which 
award has been made to E. C. Bridges, 
Lancaster, S. C. 

Copper wire for the line will be 
furnished by Phelps-Dodge Copper 
Products Corp., New York. Graybar 
Electric Co., New York, has the order 
for miscellaneous line hardware, guy 
strand, anchors and insulators. The 
Piedmont Co., Augusta, Ga., will fur- 
nish the poles and crossarms. The in- 
stallation will cost $26,719. Contract 
also recently has been let to Harrison- 
Wright Co., Charlotte, N. C., for a new 
power substation in the city, with 
initial rating of 1,500 kv. Wiedeman & 
Singleton, Atlanta, Ga., are consulting 
engineers. 


Nebraska Public Power 
District Offers Bonds 


Consumers Public Power District of 
Columbus, Neb., has purchased proper- 
ties of the Northwestern Public Service 
Co. in the Columbus district for $1,240,- 
000. Bonds bearing 3% per cent inter- 
est rate will be issued. The bonds will 
be retired serially from one to 25 years 
with an option to retire the entire 
issue at any time after three years at 
$103.50. 

The purchase results in the saving of 
14% per cent interest, or about $20,000 
a year, from the interest payments un- 
der the previous lease agreement. This 
saving will be passed along to con- 
sumers through a 20 per cent rate re- 
duction to the city of Columbus for 
street lighting and a probable reduction 
in the commercial-industrial rate of 
from 3 to 2 cents per kilowatt-hour. The 
district granted a general 10 per cent 
reduction when it first took over the 
property under a lease-purchase agree- 
ment. 


Illinois Electric Sales 


Total sales of energy to ultimate con- 
sumers by the eleven largest electric 
utilities in the state of Illinois amounted 
to 637,136,662 kw.-hr. in May, 1940, as 
compared with 569,897,921 kw.-hr. for 
the same month last year. This is an 
11.8 per cent increase in sales. Com- 
parison of May’s sales with those for 
April, 1940, reveals a decrease of 0.9 
per cent. 
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Sales Opportunities 


Oakianp, Mp.—West Maryland Power 
Co., Oakland, plans extensions in primary 
and secondary lines in parts of Garrett 
County, Md., for expansion in rural elec- 
tric system, totaling close to 40 miles, with 
substation and service facilities. Company 
is an interest of Monongahela West Penn 
Public Service Co., Fairmont, W. Va., 
which is arranging financing for project. 
Work is scheduled to begin in July. 


PutiavecpHia, Pa —Bureau of Yards 
and Docks, Washington, D. C., plans ex- 
pansion and improvements in power plant 
at Philadelphia Navy Yard, with installa- 
tion of equipment for increased capacity. 
Cost estimated close to $850,000. Also 
plans new electric shop at same yard, to 
cost about $255,000, and addition to ship- 
fitters’ shop, cost about $300,000, with in- 
stallation of motors, controls, duct lines, 
switchgear, conveyors and other equip- 
ment. This is part of development program 
at yard during fiscal year 1941, for which 
appropriation has been authorized. 


Downey, Cauir.—Vultee Aircraft, Inc., 
plans installation of motors and controls, 
duct lines, regulators, transformers and 
accessories, switchgear, conveyors, electric 
hoists and other equipment in new addi- 
tions to airplane-manufacturing plant, to- 
taling about 470,000 sq.ft. of floor space. 
Work is under way on initial structure of 
125,000 sq.ft. of floor area, and erection of 
other buildings will follow soon. Entire 
project will cost over $2,500,000. Richard 
W. Millar is president. 


Brooktyn, N. Y.—Signal Corps Pro- 
curement District, Army Base, 58th Street 
and First Avenue, Brooklyn, receives bids 
until July 22 for 191,000 lineal feet of 
cable, in two lots of 133,000 and 58,000 


lineal feet, respectively, and 60 reels 
(Circular 4). 
St. CrLoup, Minn.—Northern States 


Power Co., Minneapolis, Minn., has let 
contract to A. G. Wahl, 616 Seventh South, 
St. Cloud, for erection of multi-story addi- 
tion to steam-electric generating station at 
St. Cloud, 60 x 120 ft., previously referred 
to in these columns, and work is scheduled 
to begin at once. Contract also includes 
screen house superstructure. Equipment 
installation, for which all contracts will 
be made separately, will include a 75,000- 
kw. generating unit, high-pressure boilers 
and accessories. Entire project is esti- 
mated to cost about $600,000. 


Hacerstown, Mp.—City Council has 
plans maturing for expansion and im- 
provements in municipal power station, 
including installation of additional equip- 
ment. It is proposed to purchase two new 
boiler units and auxiliary equipment at 
early date. Project is estimated to cost 
$260,000. Wood & Kirkpatrick, Stock Ex- 
change Building, Philadelphia, Pa., are 
consulting engineers. 


MeapvittE, Pa.— American Viscose 
Corp., Delaware Trust Building, Wilming- 
ton, Del., plans installation of motors and 
controls, regulators, conveyors and other 
equipment in new one-story addition to 
rayon mill at Meadville. Cost reported 
over $150,000. Ballinger Company, 105 
South Twelfth Street, Philadelphia, Pa., is 
architect. 


Puoenrx, Ariz.—Bureau of Reclamation, 
Denver, Colo., receives bids until July 18 
for two 20,000-kva., 12,500-volt, three- 
phase, 60-cycle, hydrogen-cooled, outdoor- 
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type synchronous condensers, with mo- 
tor-driven main and pilot exciters, and 
control equipment, consisting of two 12,500- 
volt, three-phase, 60-cycle, starting auto- 
transformers; two 15,000-volt, outdoor- 
type, frame-mounted, starting oil circuit 
breakers; five 15,000-volt similar oil cir- 
cuit breakers for main bus; one 15,000- 
volt similar oil circuit breaker for starting 
autotransformer; 12 15,000-volt, single- 
pole, single-throw, hook-stick-operated, out- 
door-type disconnecting switches for iso- 
lating starting oil circuit breakers; 30 
15,000-volt similar switches for isolating 
15,000-volt oil circuit breakers on main 
bus; seven 15,000-volt, triple-pole, single- 
throw, manually-gang-operated, air-break 
switches; control apparatus for synchron- 
ous condensers and auxiliaries, and equip- 
ment to supply power for motor-generator 
exciter sets, all for installation in ter- 
minal power substation at Phoenix, Parker 
Dam power project, Arizona-California. 
All equipment will be installed by govern- 
ment (Specifications 916). 


Cepar Rapws, lIowa— Northwestern 
Light & Power Co., Cedar Rapids, plans 
extensions in primary and secondary lines 
in parts of Buena Vista County, for expan- 
sion in rural electric system. Application 
has been made for permission. Work is 
scheduled to begin soon. 


AnnapPoLis, Mp.—Bureau of Yards and 
Docks, Navy Department, Washington, 
D. C., receives bids (no closing date 
stated) for underground electric duct and 
cable system at Naval Academy, Annap- 
olis (Specifications 9890). 


New Brunswick, N. J.—Carter Products, 
Inc., 300 Communipaw Avenue, Jersey 
City, N. J., plans installation of motors 
and controls, duct lines, panel boards, 
conveyors and other equipment in new 
drug and pharmaceutical plant in North 
Brunswick Township, near New Bruns- 
wick, where large tract of larid has been 
acquired. Plant will comprise several one- 
story units. A power house is planned. 
Entire project is reported to cost over 
$400,000. Proposed to complete plans and 
begin work in near future. 


Wiumincton, N. C.—New Hanover 
County Board of Commissioners, Wilming- 
ton, plans installation of complete night- 
lighting system at Bluethenthal Airport, 
including floodlighting system, boundary 
lamps, beacon lighting units and other 
facilities, with underground conduit sys- 
tem. Fund of about $136,400 has been 
arranged for this and other improvements 
at airport. 


Brooxtyn, N. Y.—Bureau of Yards and 
Docks, Navy Department, Washington, 
D. C., plans expansion and improvements 
in power plant at New York Navy Yard, 
Brooklyn, with installation of additional 
equipment for increased capacity. Cost 
estimated about $750,000. Also will make 
extensions and improvements in shop 
buildings, with installation of motors and 
controls, duct lines, conveyors, electric 
hoists and other equipment, total cost esti- 
mated at $800,000; and installation of - 
similar electrical equipment in new sub- 
assembling shop to cost close to $820,000. 
A new storehouse, with complete mechan- 
ical-handling facilities, will be built at 
cost of about $2,000,000. This is part of 
expansion and improvement program at 
yard during fiscal year 1941. for which 
appropriation has been authorized. 
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Manual Reset Switch 





| Leck-out protection for electrical cir- 
cuits controlled by milli-break switches is 
afforded by this new manual reset device. 
The manual reset comprises an insulated 














D. C. Wattmeter 


Construction is similar to the usual d.c. 
shunted ammeter except that the magnetic 
field is produced by an_ electromagnet 
energized from the line voltage. This 
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Direct-current wattmeter which operates from 
a standard 50-millivolt shunt; instruments 
available in the conventional $! h-in. square 
or 7'f-in. round (shown) switchboard cases. 
Westinghouse Electric & Mfg. Co., East Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. 


magnetic circuit is made from Hipernik, 
an alloy of iron and nickel. Existing 
shunts and long, small wire shunt leads 
as for ammeters may be used for the cur- 
rent circuit of the wattmeters. 


Tubular Capacitors 


A new line of dry electrolytic tubuiar capaci- 
tors, Type BRH, in capacities en up to 
500 'mfd. at 25 volts, 1,000 mfd. 5 volts 
and 200 mfd. at 6 volts. poegeneenmer 
Electric Corp., South Plainfield, N. J. 


Dimensions of thesé capacitors are § x 
lye in. for the smaller sizes to 1 x 23 in. 
for the higher capacities. This new line 
of capacitors fills the need for high-capacity 
units in low-voltage applications. The 
capacitors are inclosed in vented alumi- 
num containers, over which a varnished 
cardboard tube is drawn for protection. 


Photometer 
“Photrix" small-spot photometer; operates se 
105 to 125 volts, a.c. or d.c.; measures light 


on areas — 'to 1/32 in. diameter. 
volt Corp., 10 East 40th St., New York, N. Y. 


Photo-electric light meter with electronic 
high-gain, d.c. amplification is designed 
for measuring very low light intensities on 
small areas. Operated from power line, it 
is balanced for voltage variations. At the 
highest of the four sensitivity ranges each 
scale division represents 0.0005 foot-candle. 
Photometer comprises micro-ammeter as 
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indicating instrument and search unit— 
housing phototube—available for incident 
light and for transparent light. 


Safety Goggles 


NFA and NASO safety goggles: American 
Optical Co., Southbridge, Mass. 


Fifty and 45.8 mm. sizes are provided 
in these protection goggles. They are 
equipped with leather masks and can be 
supplied with super armorplate lenses (for 
protection against impact) or Calobar 
super armorplate lenses (for glare and 
impact). 


Silver Bowl Luminaire 


Luminous indirect lighting units for 
use with silver bowl lamps, they are said 
to control the light from the lamp by 
prismatic action of the outer skirt of the 
luminaire, claimed to bend the light out 
at wide angles over the ceiling. Find ap- 





Silver bowl luminaires; $-5640 is a luminous 
indirect lighting unit for use with the 500- 
watt silver bowl lamp; $-5630 for use with the 
30-watt silver bowl lamp. Holophane Co., 
Inc., New York City. 


plication in offices, classrooms, drafting 
rooms and stores. In certain types of stores 
Controlenses are recommended for use in 
conjunction with the luminaires. 





Who Makes What? 


“Electrical Buyers Reference," published 
annually. Electrical World, 330 "West 42d St., 
New York, x 


Names, addresses and products of elec- 
trical manufacturers are catalogued in this 
convenient, annual publication for public 
utility, industrial, engineering and other 
major electrical buying interests. 





pin. projecting from the Mu-Switch cover 


Manual reset available with normally closed, 
single-pole, precision switch. Mu-Switch Corp., 
Canton, Mass. 


at the end opposite the actuating button. 
Besides its use as a safety device, the 
manually reset switch may be used as a 
simple, push type, on and off switch. It 
proves useful in the construction of mois- 
ture, dust and explosion-proof controls. 










Magnetic Relay 


An addition to the conditioning control field 
is a new magnetic rela yh contro! trans- 
Co., Schenectady, 


former. General Electr 
Mi. ¥, 


The controls consist of an inclosed relay 
and low-voltage transformer units used as 
the relaying means between low-voltage 
thermostats, limit switches, or other low- 
voltage controls and line-voltage loads such 
as motors. May be used as summer-winter 
control of heating boilers supplying do- 
mestic hot water, control of water circula- 
tor or blower on heating system in response 
to room thermostat, etc. 


Plastic Diffuser 


Plastic diffuser for fluorescent lamps called 
“P.F-C" (plastic fluorescent penne, appili- 
cable for both I-in. and I'/-in. lamps. Ed- 
win F. Guth Co., St. Louis, Mo. 


A new plastic device which snaps onto 
the fluorescent lamp, it is said to reduce 
glare from bare lamps for offices, stores 
and other such applications. Available in 
five colors, namely, white, light blue, yel- 
low, pink and pale green. 


Flush Mounted Blocks 


Flush mounting for the SJ test blocks and 
NT terminal blocks. The States Co., Hart- 
ford, Conn. 


A new line:of flush mountings permit- 
ting the use of flush-mounted instruments, 
meters and relays is announced by this 
company. The box in which the blocks 
are mounted is designed for 
to the tester. The box is inserted into a 
rectangular hole in the panel from the 
front of the panel and attached with four 
bolts to the panel. 
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